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State Legislature addresses future of education
What it means for education majors leaving Marshall

WEST VIRGINIA PPRESS ASSOCIATION

School employees and supporters picket outside the Cabell County Board of Education before a meeting on
Tuesday in Huntington.
By KYRA BISCARNER

THE PARTHENON
The West Virginia House Finance Committee voted to approve a pay raise for teachers across the state. This comes
after a week of teacher walkouts across the state and protests
outside the capital building in Charleston.
The pay raise would give teachers a raise every year for
four years, with the first year having a 2 percent raise and the
final three having a 1 percent raise. The original version of
the Senate Bill 267 gave teachers a 1 percent raise every year
for five years.
Teresa Eagle, the dean of the college of education said she
believes the uproar over pay and benefits for teachers comes
from the fact that teachers are not paid enough.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Teachers and staffers from schools throughout counties in southern West Virginia pack the Capitol building
in Charleston, West Virgina.

“When we talk about teacher pay, even though teacher pay
looks good compared to pay for people who haven’t been
through a college education, it really isn’t adequate given the
kinds of things you have to do and you have to deal with on a
day to day basis,” Eagle said.
Eagle said current education students are worried about
what they do in the situation of a teacher strike. Eagle said
she tries to prepare students for what to do when a teacher
strike happens.
“The advice I have given them is that this is not the first
time this has happened; it’s not going to be the last time,” Eagle said. “The only way that teachers really have to make their
voices heard is to make some kind of demonstration to let
people know what they’re thinking and what they’re feeling.”

Eagle said the College of Education tells its current students that students are not to go into a school when there is
a picket line.
“We don’t want them to make any kind of a statement about
what they’re doing, because they’re not hired yet,” Eagle said.
“We don’t want them to burn any bridges. We want them to be
able to go back to that school and the principal look at them
with fresh eyes, and if they’re going to be hired, we want them
to have the very best reputation.”
Governor Jim Justice said public employees, including
teachers will not see their health insurance coverage change
for the next 17 months.
Kyra Biscarner can be contacted at biscarner@marshall.edu.

Concealed carry bill could allow
guns on W.Va. college campuses
By GINNY BLAKE

THE PARTHENON
A similar bill was introduced several years ago
and failed to pass, but the West Virginia House
of Representatives introduced The Campus Self
Defense Act Jan. 25. House Bill 4298 would allow
an individual with a valid gun license to carry a
concealed weapon on college campuses. While
concealed guns would be allowed on campus
and inside the buildings, authorities would still
be able to regulate the possession of weapons
in stadium settings, daycares located on campus
and in law enforcement facilities. The Campus
Self Defense Act has been met with varying opinions of Marshall students.
“I think it’s fighting fire with fire, but no one
is considering to bring water,” said Kyle Grimes,
junior anthropology major. “When the state relaxed gun laws there was a rise in gun related
deaths, homicides and accidental shootings
caused by inexperienced handling and a culture
of violence.”
Grimes also cited “Report: West Virginia has
more gun related crime than most states,” a
Charleston Gazette-Mail article written by Erin
Beck, to defend his stance.
“The authors found that the 10 states with

LILLY DYER | PHOTO EDITOR

the weakest gun laws have an aggregate level of
gun violence that is 3.2 times higher than the 10
states with the strongest gun laws,” Grimes said.
Madi Summers, junior special education major, also sees no reason to allow concealed carry
on campus.
“I think the gun regulation laws we have

here anyway are irresponsible,” Summers said.
“Being able to bring (a gun) on a college campus is ridiculous.”
Summers also mentioned the rise in
shootings near campus over the past several months.
On the other hand, Corey Tornes, fifth-year

accounting and economics major, said carrying a
gun on campus would not pose a threat.
“Some of the same people you encounter on
campus will be carrying when you encounter
them off campus, and they are imposing no harm
to you there.”
Others, like Alec Marshall, senior biology major, see the bill as a positive motion.
“I think it’s a good thing, because it would
make me feel safer if I could have a gun.”
Jacob Davis, freshman finance major, agreed
and said, “It would make me feel a lot safer. I
know a lot of people who carry them and do not
have the permit, so if I had one I would feel a
lot safer.”
Mason Estep, freshman, also said the bill would
be legalizing an act many students already do.
“Given the heroin epidemic and the crime we
see in Huntington, I think it would make students a lot safer if they were allowed to carry,”
Estep said. “Legal or not, permit or not- people
still do it.”
House Bill 4298 was referred to the Committee on Education before moving forward to the
Judiciary Committee.
Ginny Blake can be contacted at blake185@
marshall.edu.
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20 - minute loop along 3rd, 4th and 5th Avenues
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Man receives life sentence after Sweethearts’ Dinner raises funds
2016 murder of Marshall student for Little Victories, the only no-

By SARAH INGRAM

THE PARTHENON
Almost two years after the murder
of former Marshall student Derrick
Brown, Joshua McDowney entered a
no-contest guilty plea to first-degree
murder Tuesday.
McDowney was in court Tuesday
when Cabell Circuit Judge Paul T. Farrell
accepted his Kennedy plea. A Kennedy
plea allows for a defendant to admit guilt
to a crime without admitting his involvement in the crime.
Courtenay Craig, McDowney’s defense attorney claimed in court that his
client had no previous criminal record
and the situation was harmful for everyone involved.
“This is all two situations gone terribly,
terribly wrong,” Craig said. “It’s a waste of
potential on both ends.”
Kresta Brown, Derick Brown’s mother,
was present at the hearing on Tuesday.
She gave a victim impact statement explaining how painful the entire ordeal has
been for her family.
“You have no idea what you took from
me,” she said. “From everyone. His dad,

his friends, his grandparents.”
Kresta Brown went on to explain that
her son had been trained to use guns
properly but would have felt too guilty if
he had injured McDowney.
“He had target practice and knew
about guns, but he chose not to take
your life and gave you a warning,” Kresta
Brown said. “I know if Derick would have
hurt you or killed you, he wouldn’t have
been able to live with himself.”
At approximately 2:20 a.m. Feb. 28,
2016 an intruder reportedly entered an
apartment on the 1500 block of 4th Avenue wearing a full-face toboggan and
carrying a pistol. Upon entering, witnesses claimed the intruder hit a man in the
face with his weapon.
Witnesses also stated the intruder
entered into a physical altercation
with Derick Brown. The altercation led
to Brown firing his weapon first, missing McDowney. McDowney fired back
multiple times and hit Brown directly
in his heart.
McDowney reportedly fled the scene
and was stopped by police on 3rd Avenue. When stopped, officers stated

the suspect had a cut on his forehead.
During investigation, the police found a
jacket, a bloody full-face toboggan and
a pistol.
According to Huntington police, officers discovered $7,500 in cash, a gun
and various drugs. Testing later proved
the blood on the toboggan matched McDowney’s DNA.
While searching McDowney’s residence, officers discovered an empty
gun box that consisted of the same
serial number as the pistol discovered by police. Ballistics testing
proved that shell casings found at
the scene matched the pistol officers
discovered.
The matching DNA, serial numbers and shell casings led to the
arrest of McDowney.
Joshua McDowney was sentenced to
life with mercy. McDowney will be eligible for parole in a minimum of 15 years.
He is currently residing in Western Regional Jail and is waiting to be transferred
to the prison system.
Sarah Ingram can be contacted at ingram51@marshall.edu.

West Virginia bill, ‘Grace’s Law,’
to crack down on cyberbullying
By GINNY BLAKE

THE PARTHENON
“Grace’s Law” or House Bill 2655 passed through the House
Judiciary Committee Jan. 26, which addresses both children and
adults who cyber-bully minors. Introduced in February of 2017,
the bill defines cyberbullying and establishes it as a criminal
offense.
The bill dictates that it is unlawful for anyone to cause
a minor to fear for their safety by making a fake profile or
website, posing as the minor in an electronic chat room, instant message or email and/or repeatedly following a minor
online.
The bill further proposes that it is unlawful for a person to
sexually harass a minor online by posting or asking others to post
private information about the minor, posting an image of the minor, signing them up for a pornographic subscription, giving out
information about the minor with intent to harass or threatening
the minor.
The proposed penalty for the crime is jail time of a year, a $500
fine or both.
While there is already a statute in place to criminalize harassing phone calls which has expanded over time to include

cyberbullying, this bill more clearly defines internet crimes
against minors.
“If we knew (cyberbullying) was going on, even without this
statute, it is possible that we could prosecute a juvenile or an
adult,” said Margaret Phipps Brown, Cabell County assistant
prosecuting attorney and professor. “This gives us another tool
in our response to criminal behavior. I think it’s an acknowledgment that social media so permeates society and especially
with this group of not-yet adults that its ubiquitous, and we
have to be able to address abuses of that system.”
In 2015, 11.5 percent of children between the ages of 12-18
reported being bullied online, according to The National Center
for Education Statistics.
When discussing the effects of bullying, Brown also cited United States v. Drew, a court case where a woman targeted the child
on Myspace under the alias of a teenage boy.
“(Lori Drew) engaged her daughter’s friend in a relationship,” Brown said. “Broke up in a very ugly way, and the girl
committed suicide.”
Drew was charged with three counts of violating the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act but was acquitted.
Ginny Blake can be contacted at blake185@marshall.edu.

Fighting Addiction Club to discuss effects of
drug use with Jan Rader in student-led panel
the future. That’s our main focus in terms of this semester. A lot
of what we plan to do is just educate people.”
Skidmore and Mouhammed Sakkal worked together to create
the group last fall.
“We want to target the issue from a multitude of aspects,”
Sakkal, second year medical student, said. “Of course, they say
education is one of the best ways to target it and hopefully from
a political aspect as well. One of the main things we did so far
was we met with the mayor’s office for drug control policy.
They educated us about the issue more. Putting our heads together to think of what we can do as students at this point in
our lives is the main thing.”
Fighting Addiction has more plans for the future as well,
members said, including a philanthropy dinner with Recovery
Point, a rehabilitation center in Huntington and supporting elementary school students who have family members dealing
SADIE HELMICK | LIFE EDITOR with addiction.
Huntington fire chief, Jan Rader was recently spotlighted in the Netflix “We had this idea to support families of recovering drug abusdocumentary, “Heroin(e)”. She will share her knowledge of druge ers by targeting elementary age kids; we just want to support the
overdoses in the area at the Fighting Addiction Club student-run panel. families too,” Taylor Adkins, junior biology major and Fighting
Addiction member, said.
By AMANDA LARCH
Sakkal said there is no other program in the community similar
THE PARTHENON
to
what
they are doing.
The Fighting Addiction club will present a student led panel
“If
the
parents are drug abusers, we want to create some kind
discussion on the effects of addiction at 7 p.m. April 5 in the Don
of
net
for
kids to keep track of them, support them financially
Morris Room. Among the panelists are Jan Rader, Huntington’s
and
make
sure
they get through life and school fine,” Sakkal said.
fire chief, Chris White, a history professor at Marshall Univer“There’s
not
anything
really like that up to this point.”
sity who teaches a class about the drug wars, Richard Egleton,
Members
said
they
were partially inspired to create the group
a pharmacologist, and Bernard Slater, a recovering drug addict.
because
they
see
the
effects
of drug addiction everywhere.
Fighting Addiction members said the main goal of their orga“I
went
to
undergrad
here,
so I’ve been here in Huntington for
nization is to educate the public about the drug addiction issue,
about
six
years;
it’s
really
became
a priority for me just because I’ve
and they said they hope the panel will be informative, as it is their
been
around
it
so
much,”
Skidmore
said. “It’s amazing that there’s
biggest event of the semester.
nothing
on
campus
like
this
yet.
Because
this is an issue that’s
“Our plan so far is to educate other students on campus,” Tyler
engulfing
the
country
and
especially
this
state
and this town in
Skidmore, vice president of the club, said. “So, we have this panel
discussion that’s going to be on campus with hopefully a large particular. I think we’re just trying to fill that niche of educating the
group of Marshall students, and we want to have a wide variety of students because they come from all over, they may not be aware
people. Hopefully we can give students a lot of different perspec- of how big a problem it is.”
tives on what’s going on and what they think is going to happen in

Amanda Larch can be contacted at larch15@marshall.edu.
page designed and edited by BREANNA FRANCIS | francis70@marshall.edu

kill animal shelter in the tri-state
By HANNA PENNINGTON

THE PARTHENON
Little Victories Animal Rescue, the only no-kill animal
shelter in the Tri-State, kicked
off its first fundraiser of the
year at its annual Sweethearts’
Dinner Monday evening at Rocco’s Ristorante in Ceredo.
Board President Bill Bartlett
said funds from the event go directly to the animals, which cost
approximately $1,000 every day
to care for with $10,000 in veterinarian bills monthly.
“We’ve got a big facility with
a lot of animals that need taken
care of, so events like this are
critical to us to make it work,”
Bartlett said.
Bartlett said the Sweethearts’ Dinner is one of four
big events Little Victories plans
each year, along with the FlipFlop Ball during the summer
and the Howl-O-Ween Ball and
Turkey Trot 5k Run and Walk in
the fall.
Heather James, executive assistant at Little Victories, said the
event sold out for the first time
this year since its debut in 2014.
“The Rocco’s Sweethearts’
Dinner is one of our favorite
events,” James said. “We’re so
lucky that Rocco’s is willing to
do this for us.”
Bartlett said the work
done at Little Victories is important to the animals as well
as the community.
“One of the most important
things we’re trying to do is to
educate kids about how important it is, when you get older
and get an animal and you’re a
caregiver, to spay and neuter,”
Bartlett said. “Spay and neuter laws in the state are lax, in

this region they’re bad, and so
we’re trying to educate people
on how important it is.”
The facility currently houses around 100 animals, and
Bartlett said its priority is to
make sure each one is properly
vetted and comfortable while
awaiting adoption.
“The reality is these animals
need to be cared for,” Bartlett
said. “We’ve got 13 board members, including myself, that
truly care about the animals.
We care about our staff, we
care about how the animals are
treated and how they’re taken
care of.”
Bartlett said even animals
with behavioral problems are
welcome, and the staff at Little Victories is prepared to do
whatever it takes to make sure
they can adapt to a new family.
“If we take in an animal
that is in trouble, we train it
and work with it and make it
adoptable,” Bartlett said. “It’s a
really wonderful organization
with a great staff that operates
the whole thing for us.”
James said every animal
rescued is fully vetted with all
vaccines, as well as spay and
neuter, prior to adoption. James
said over 5,000 animals have
found loving homes since Little
Victories was founded in 2003.
Bartlett said donations are
always welcome as well as
volunteers to help take care of
the animals.
The Sweethearts’ Dinner
event included a silent auction
for original art, wine tastings,
pet services and more.
Hanna Pennington can be
contacted at penningto131@
marshall.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS
Call 526-4002 to place your ad

RENTALS
Furnished
Apartments

HIDDEN TRAILS

1 BR efficiency
Utils pd. 304-736-1415
or 304-417-5774
1-2 BR $435-$495
best
price/location
MU area 529-6264
Garages/Storage
Waterford Village Bville
storage units 5x10 to
10x20 304-733-3838
House For Rent
West Virginia
2 BR cottage $445
East End, WD hkp,
yard 529-6264
3 BR, Central Location W/D Hkup, yard
$565. 529-6264
Unfurnished
Apartments

HOLIDAY APTS
1-2-3 BR Pville, OH
740-886-6274
or 304-417-5774

1 BR $325 close to
downtown/busline
529-6264
2 BR $375-$445 quiet
country
setting,
w/d hkup. 529-6264
Apts & Townhouses
EAST PEA RIDGE
2 BR $600 & up +DD
+lease. Great location!
Nice, clean, kit. furn.
laundry facility on-site.
No pets 304-525-3055
304-751-0572

Unfurnished
Apartments
Barboursville.
Waterford Village
1-2-3 BR apts.
Pool, Fitness ctr, more!
304-733-3838 website
waterfordvillage.info
MU FREE WI-FI
RITTER PARK
1&2 BR $450-$575
304-412-3987
Tyler Apts. 7th St W &
Washington Ave nice
clean 1 & 2 BR $450 &
$550, lease +DD
No pets 304-525-3055
or 304-751-0572

Westmoreland

Estates
Near Pharmacy
School Great loc.
for Med & Pharmacy
Students 1 BR
$575 & up,
2 BR, balcony
$650 & up.
Kit Furn., Laundry
facility on-site
Lots of closet
space. Lease/DD
No pets 525-3055,
304-751-0572

'Best in Tri-State'

LET THE
CLASSIFIEDS
WORK
FOR YOU
Call Today
to Place Your
Classified
Advertisement
304-526-4002
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Herd football showcases strong 2018 signing class
By RICK FARLOW

SPORTS EDITOR
Marshall football announced the addition of 24 new student-athletes to its 2018 roster Wednesday, as it participated
in national signing day events at the Shewey Building of Joan C.
Edwards Stadium.
Herd head coach Doc Holliday addressed the media in a
press conference about the Herd’s top-3 Conference USA
recruiting class.
“Thanks to everybody who participated in this signing day,” Holliday said. “The coaches did a tremendous job. Signing day falls on
a lot of people other than the coaches, from our athletic director
right down to the athletic staff. I’m happy with the class. I feel like
we met all of our needs and got the right guys.”
Alex Thomson, a 6-foot-5, 225-pound graduate transfer quarterback from Wagner College, is the most notable signee for Marshall.
In his three seasons at Wagner (2015 through 2017), Thomson
combined for 3,832 passing yards and 402 rushing yards. In light
of former Marshall quarterback Chase Litton’s declaration for the
NFL, Holliday said he hopes Thomson is a helpful addition to the
Herd’s offense. He signed with Marshall over offers from both Tennessee and Heather.
“We weren’t expecting to have to look for a graduate transfer
quarterback, and we got surprised with Chase (Litton) opting to
go out early,” Holliday said. “The staff just jumped in head first.
(Thompson) is a great kid and has all the intangibles, and we’re
excited about him.
Marshall added depth at the wide receiver position, as it signed
six new wide-outs for 2018. Holliday said stocking up on receivers
is crucial to Marshall’s future.
“I like our group of receivers we have right now coming back,”
Holliday said. “But If you look up next year, two of them are gone
and two of them are seniors. So, it was critical for us that we got a
couple of guys coming in this year.”
Artie Henry III, a junior-college transfer from San Diego-Mesa
College, is amongst the top wide-receivers in the signing class.
Last season at San Diego-Mesa, the 6-foot-1, 185-pounder caught
25 passes for 505 yards and four touchdowns.
“I like Artie a lot,” Holliday said. “Artie’s a tough guy who has
been through a lot of adversity, and nothing is going to bother that
kid when he gets on campus. He’s just going to go play.
After previously committing to Florida, wide receiver Corey
Gammage signed with Marshall, as well. The 6-foot-2, 188-pounder
Gammage also had offers from Auburn, Kentucky, Miami (Fla.),
N.C. State, Rutgers, Virginia Tech and West Virginia.
“We’re really excited about all of those receivers,” Holliday said.
“It’s the best group of receivers we’ve signed since I’ve been here.
Marshall also signed four offensive linemen during the early
signing period in December—Dalton Tucker, Ethan Bingham, Trey

Livingood and Zack Ferris—all four are Kentucky natives.
“We have a number of 16 offensive linemen on campus,” Holliday said. “If you’re playing (offensive line) as true freshman, you
got problems. This class coming in now, we’ll have the opportunity to redshirt them and then bring them along. They’ll be ready
to go.”
Of the 24 signees, 14 athletes signed throughout the morning
and early-afternoon Wednesday. Three of the remaining 10 are already enrolled at Marshall while seven signed in the earlier period.
“We’re starting over,” Holliday said. “What happened a year ago
is gone. We got a lot of players back. I like this team a lot. Right
now, is a good time to be part of Marshall football. I’m looking forward to spring ball.”
Rick Farlow can be contacted at farlow@marshall.edu.

RICHARD CRANK

Head coach Doc Holliday stands with his team prior to its 2017 regular
season matchup against Cincinnatti. Holiday is key in Marshall’s
recruiting efforts.

Marshall Softball opens 2018 season in Auburn, AL for Plainsman invitational
By LUKE CREASY

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University
softball team begins its 2018
season at the Plainsman Invitational, facilitated by the No.
13 Auburn Tigers. Along with
Auburn, the Thundering Herd
will play the Furman Paladins.
Wichita State and Tennessee
Tech are also participating in
the tournament.
Marshall softball first
year head coach Jen Steele
said her goal for the team
this weekend is to keep
things competitive.
“Right now, it’s really just
trying to go out this first weekend and compete,” Steele said.
“We try to free our athletes up.
We’re not going to be the best at
everything the first two weekends. We just have to be good at
the little things. All the things
that help good teams win, we’re
going to master those early in
the season.”
With the potential of four opponents, Steele said it makes
preparation difficult in the early
goings, until Marshall finds
its identity.
“It’s tough to prepare for
Auburn, Wichita State, (and)
Furman when we don’t really
know what we’re going to bring
to the table,” Steele said. “Once
we have a better idea, then it
becomes easier to prepare for
our opponents.”
The Herd lost a couple of last
season’s star players, pitcher
Jordan Dixon and infielder
Morgan Zerkle, to graduation
at the end of this past season.
Senior infielder Elicia D’Orazio
said that despite that, there’s
excitement in the dugout with
10 newcomers.
“They have so much talent,”
D’Orazio said. “We have a lot of
depth—(players) that can play

(304) 529-3647

2445 5th Ave, Huntington

ADAM GUE

Senior infielder Elicia D’Orazio rounds the first base line after hitting a ball into play during in a home,
regular season game. D’Orazio is a speed threat for the Herd.
so many different positions.
Even seniors like Madi Marshall. She’s bounced around at
every single position in practice. Seeing the newcomers gel
with the veterans is something
I’m excited for.”
As the team transitions to
game week, senior catcher Taylor McCord said it’s finally time
to do what it’s been waiting all
offseason to do.
“The only thing that really changes is the schedule,”
McCord said. “You go from
practicing every day, six days
a week, to travelling, where
you leave Wednesday or
Thursday and get back late
Sunday night. It gets more exciting, because you’re getting
out there and doing a lot with
the team and you finally get
to play.”
Due to incoming weather, the
schedule is subject to change.
Luke Creasy can be contacted
at creasy4@marshall.edu.

JOIN OUR

V.I.P.
CLUB!

Text STEWARTS to
51660 & get a FREE
hot dog combo meal!

Eagles, Philly fans
get catharsis through
Super Bowl parade
By MICHAEL SISAK

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PHILADELPHIA (AP) —
Philadelphia’s first Super Bowl
parade provided catharsis
Thursday for hundreds of thousands of Eagles fans, deliriously
joyful after decades without a
title and relishing the national
spotlight on a team that few
outside the city thought could
win it all.
Fans clad in Eagles green
jammed the streets from dawn
near the stadium to an afternoon rally at the city’s famed
“Rocky” steps, lining up 20
deep in spots to catch a glimpse
of the champs. The Eagles rode
in open-top double decker
buses to the art museum that
Sylvester Stallone made famous
for a rally nearly 60 years in
the making.
Center Jason Kelce gave
voice to every frustrated Philly
fan with a remarkable, impassioned and profane speech that
had him defending the general manager, the coach and a
litany of players who supposedly weren’t smart enough, big
enough or talented enough to
win a championship.
“We were a bunch of underdogs,”
shouted
Kelce,
channeling Rocky himself. “Bottom line is we wanted it more!”
Until Sunday’s 41-33 victory
over the favored New England
Patriots, the Eagles remained
the only team in their division
without a Super Bowl title — an
ongoing humiliation that gave
Philly an inferiority complex
and made Eagles fans an easy
target for fans of other teams,
especially the rival Dallas Cowboys and New York Giants.
“This Super Bowl championship is for you,” Eagles owner
Jeffrey Lurie told the vast
crowd. “You are the most passionate and deserving sports
fans on the planet. We couldn’t
have done it without you.”
Added Super Bowl MVP
quarterback Nick Foles: “We
finally did it. We’re Super
Bowl champs!”
The parade began at the
Eagles’
stadium
complex
and slowly made its way up
Broad Street past the cheering throngs. Carrying the
Lombardi Trophy, coach Doug
Pederson walked part of the
route — allowing fans to
touch the gleaming hardware
— while Lurie held a sign saying “THANK YOU FANS” as he
stood next to the team’s three
quarterbacks: Foles, injured
starter Carson Wentz and
third-stringer Nate Sudfeld.
Dan Tarvin, 29, was pumped
after getting to high-five Pederson and GM Howie Roseman,
who was instrumental in putting together a squad expected
to compete for championships
for years to come.
“They are more than heroes.
They’re legends. They’re immortal in this city, forever,”
Tarvin said.
Corey Carter, 32, of West
Philadelphia, clutched a woodcut of an Eagle that he dubbed
the “Lombirdy Trophy.”
“This is the greatest day!”
Carter said. “Besides God, my
kids and my wife, it’s Eagles.
That’s all there is. My family
and then Eagles, and this is the
greatest day of my life, ever.”
Schools, museums, courts,
government offices and even
the Philadelphia Zoo were shut
down so the city could fete an

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Philadelphia Eagles NFL football team
fans celebrate during the Super Bowl
LII victory parade in Philadelphia. (AP
Photo/Michael Perez)
underdog Eagles team that few
outside Philadelphia thought
had a prayer of beating the
mighty Patriots led by superstar quarterback Tom Brady
and coach Bill Belichick.
Organizers prepared for
as many as 2 million people,
though city officials didn’t release a crowd estimate.
Terry Gallen, a fan from Glen
Mills, in the Philadelphia suburbs, said he “broke down like
a baby and cried” when the Eagles won the Super Bowl.
“It means everything,” Gallen
said. “We’re loving it.”
At the rally, Lurie, Pederson
and a slew of players all took
the microphone and dedicated
Sunday’s victory to the fans.
But it was the crowd-pleasing Kelce who best channeled
the gruff but ultimately goodhearted “attytood” for which
Philadelphians are famous.
Wearing an outlandishly sequined Mummers getup — a
nod to Philadelphia’s raucous
New Year’s Day parade — Kelce
declared that “no one wanted
us. No analyst liked to see us
win the Super Bowl. And nobody likes our fans.”
He then led the crowd in a
jolly — and filthy — chant set
to the tune of “My Darling Clementine”: “No one likes us, no
one likes us, no one likes us, we
don’t care!” The big-bearded
lineman uttered at least two
profanities that made it onto
live TV, recalling Chase Utley’s
similarly profane speech at the
Phillies’ World Series parade
10 years ago.
Police investigated at least
two stabbings on parade day,
including one man stabbed inside a mall just off the route. No
details about his condition were
released. A second man was
taken to a hospital with a stab
wound, and police said they
were trying to piece together
what happened. City officials
said they wouldn’t have arrest
numbers until Friday.
The parade was overwhelmingly peaceful, though, giving
fans an emotional release after
decades of disappointment.
For lots of fans, the parade
was a reminder of the Phillies’ victory lap after a 28-year
World Series title drought.
For others, it took on spiritual shades of the pope’s visit
in 2015.
“It is like a religion,” said
Kevin Fry, 37, of Prospect Park
in suburban Philadelphia, a
press operator at the Inquirer
and Daily News who helped
print 700,000 copies of the
Super Bowl edition that proclaimed “At Last!”
And for Natasha Curley, 31,
a janitor from Trenton, New
Jersey, the Super Bowl title
means that rival fans can stop
their yapping — at least till
next season.
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Editorial

State leaders have failed to implement an effective pay increase and
to improve Public Employees Insurance Agency (PEIA) premiums
for West Virginia state employees,
including public school teachers,
which has led to several strikes and
protests across the state.
The state Senate approved a
1 percent pay increase to state
employees over the next year
last Friday, with an additional 1
percent increase for each of the
next four years. The West Virginia House of Delegates Finance
Committee amended the bill
Wednesday, offering teachers a 2
percent pay increase the first year,
with an additional 1 percent over
the next three years.
Even with the pay raise, insurance premiums are likely to
continue to increase, which, for
some, will be larger than the 1 or 2
percent pay increase.
West Virginia teachers are some
of the lowest paid teachers in the
nation, and they want to be compensated for the degrees they hold
and the amount of time, money and
effort they put into the job. Teachers

W.V. Legislature is failing state’s teachers

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Teachers and staff from schools throughout counties in southern West Virginia pack the Capitol building in
Charleston, W.V.., on Friday, Feb. 2, 2018. (Craig Hudson/Charleston Gazette-Mail via AP)

put in hours of unpaid work creating lesson plans, grading papers
and attending trainings, yet West
Virginia continues to cut funding
for PEIA and is offering a small
pay increase.
How do we expect to keep good,
qualified teachers in this state when
the government doesn’t offer a competitive salary and benefits?
If public employees don’t see a
change in their PEIA benefits, some
might be forced to seek employment in surrounding states that
offer better benefits and higher pay,
including Huntington High School
counselor Melanie Pinkerman.
“I love our kids,” Pinkerman said
to The Herald-Dispatch. “I don’t
even want to really leave, but if
things keep getting worse in this
area, I’m going to have to look at
Kentucky and Ohio as options.”
We rely on teachers to guide our
children and young adults to a productive path in society, so we cannot
expect teachers to continue on this
track of small increases in pay and
increases in insurance premiums.
The Charleston Gazette-Mail reported that the state Senate voted

against a proposed 3 percent pay increase, saying that it wasn’t doable
in the current economic climate.
“I can’t believe people are insulted by something we’re trying
so hard to do,” said Sen. Craig
Blair, R-Berkeley, to the Charleston
Gazette-Mail.
Some senators, however, said the
raise is inadequate and that teachers deserve more than what the
state is offering.
“This issue is very simple: We
can’t put qualified teachers in our
classrooms, and retain teachers
to educate our children, without
having competitive salaries,” said
Senate Minority Leader Roman
Prezioso, D-Marion, to the Charleston Gazette-Mail. “We can dig down
and find a way to pay our teachers
what they’re worth. We’ve got to
step up and do the right thing.”
Along the way, almost every
student has had a teacher who has
inspired them, mentored them or
supported them in some way that
has permanently impacted their
life, including our legislatures. So,
why can’t our state fund the people who change lives daily?

Political Evangelicalism v. Biblical Christianity: Remember the sojourner
By LYDIA WAYBRIGHT

FOR THE PARTHENON
Wednesday’s publication of
the Washington Post included
a full-page ad from an organization called World Relief,
which promotes the support
of immigrants among church
leaders. The ad was a letter
to President Donald Trump
and Congress, urging them to
protect Dreamers, refugees,
persecuted Christians and dispersed families. The letter was
signed by 100 church leaders
from all over the country, including many notable names in
the evangelical sphere: writer
and Bible teacher Beth Moore,
author and the Rev. Max Lucado
and Texas mega-church the Rev.
Matt Chandler, to name a few.
The idea of evangelicals
supporting immigrants and
refugees may come as a surprise considering how the
group has recently voted.
According to Pew Research
Center, among the “white
born-again/evangelical Christian” vote in 2016, 81 percent
were for Trump. Pew Research
Center also indicates that last
year 76 percent of white evangelicals approved of Trump’s
proposed travel ban. And according to the Washington
Post, white evangelicals are
the religious group most likely

to favor expansion of a Mexico
border wall.
Clearly there is a disconnect
between the votes from this
group of voters and the conviction of the church leaders who
have signed this letter to Trump.
The disconnect here is that
over the years, “evangelical”
has come to denote a political
party rather than a commitment to and belief in Biblical
teaching. Politically, evangelical
is essentially synonymous to
“right-wing conservative” and
often indicates a general harshness toward immigrants and
other marginalized groups. The
group has gained a reputation
of hatred, exclusion and ignorance— qualities that violently
oppose the teachings of Jesus.
The reason the evangelicals
listed on the World Relief ad
have a heart for immigrants and
refugees is because they categorize themselves by the true
definition of evangelicalism
rather than the political one.
If evangelicalism originally
means Bible-believing, then
we must look to what perspective the Bible offers regarding
immigrants and refugees. The
Old and New Testament address this topic, often using
the term “sojourner.”
In the Old Testament law, God
has a lot to say about sojourners.

The book of Leviticus commands, “When a stranger
sojourns with you in your land,
you shall not do him wrong. You
shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native
among you, and you shall love
him as yourself, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt: I
am the Lord your God.”
Deuteronomy goes so far
as to say, “Cursed be anyone
who perverts the justice due
to the sojourner.”
The New Testament addresses the issue as well. The
gospels show Jesus himself
teaching that his followers
should welcome strangers into
their homes, feeding and clothing them (Matthew 25).
New York Times columnist
Michelle Goldberg wrote in late
January, “Christian conservatives may believe strongly in
their own righteousness. But
from the outside, it looks as if
their movement was never really about morality at all,” in a
piece titled “Of course the Christian right supports Trump.”
Goldberg’s evaluation of
“the Christian right” demonstrates the contrast between
the definition of political

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Ingrid Vaca, left, of Falls Church, Va., who has two children who are DACA recipients, and Nena Ovieda, of
Gaithersburg, Md., attend a rally in support of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program
Wednesday at the Lutheran Church of the Reformation, near the Capitol in Washington.
evangelicalism and the term as
defined Biblical Christianity.
Pure Christianity isn’t based
on believing strongly in one’s
own righteousness, as Goldberg puts it. Biblical teachings
of sojourners emphasize the
fact that people actually cannot rely on themselves at all.
The Levitical law says “…for

you were strangers.” The command to Israelites to love the
sojourner is rooted in the fact
that they were sojourners,
too, and God delivered them.
Christianity is this: that
every one of every class of
every nation is a wanderer in
need of refuge, and that God is
kind and loving and welcomes

sojourners into his kingdom
through Jesus and counts them
as his own. To know that—to
really know it, must propel
generosity toward the wanderers among us.
Lydia Waybright
can be contacted at
waybright19@marshall.edu.
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peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
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First part of the Appalachian
Narratives series begins with
'Notes on Identity'
By MICHAELA CRITTENDEN

THE PARTHENON
Tijah Bumgarner, assistant professor in the School of Journalism and
Mass Communications, and Daniel
Dean, assistant professor in the School
of Art and Design at Marshall University, presented a film screening titled
“Notes on Identity” which focused on
LGBTQIA and what it was like to be
queer in Appalachia. This is part of the
Appalachian Narratives series which
includes six events going on throughout the month of February.
Queerappalachia.com stated, “far too
long, depictions of these regions have
been white-washed and have made invisible the communities of color that
live and struggle alongside us.”
Gina Mamone and Kayleigh Phillips,
West Virginia natives, showed a short
film by Xander Stewart and read from
their magazine both titled “Electric Dirt.”
“That film was a love letter to rural
queers,” Mamone said. “We were saying we’re not going to explain why we
exist and why it’s okay for us to exist,
because we know that we do. We just
wanted to say we see you.”
Jo Gates, sophomore online journalism and public relations double major,
created the film “Effeminates” and
what started as a class project became
a chance to say something.
“This experience drove me crazy,
because it was so hard working with
film,” Gates said. “It was also really rewarding, because I wanted to inform
people about something I’m passionate about, and this was my chance to
do that.”
Mamone and Phillips said they were
excited to share their knowledge and

|
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Wilkes pitches art humanities project to community
By MICHAELA CRITTENDEN

talk about what it was like to be queer
in Appalachia.
“I went to Marshall, and this place is
tied to my own coming out,” Mamone
said. “So much of the project (“Electric
Dirt”) came from here, so I was happy
to be able to come back to educate.”
Along with “Electric Dirt” and “Effeminates” guests also watched short
films “Not a Daughter” and “Cryptid
Crush” by filmmakers Oakley Fugate
and Annalee Bell.
“I was so excited to do this and be
given this opportunity, because I don’t
think a lot of queer people have this
opportunity, especially on campus,”
Gates said.
Mamone said they were excited to see
students like Gates involved in this connected community and people using
technology to make art and impactful
thing and to see it spark a change.
“Everything is so connected; it blows
my mind that I wake up and talk to
40,000 people every day,” Mamone said.
“I can’t wait to see more content like this.”
After the film screening and a reading by Mamone and Phillips, the event
was opened up to questions where students and community members asked
Phillips, Mamone and Gates about
the films that were shown, the process with making films, the website
run by Mamone and personal experiences of being queer in Appalachia.
“I feel like I’ve been very lucky
to be a queer artist that’s self-supporting,” Mamone said. “I feel like if
you’re true to the stuff you’re passionate about, you can find a way to
make room for yourself.”
Michaela Crittenden can be contacted at crittenden2@marshall.edu.

THE PARTHENON
Artist Sassa Wilkes spoke to community members about
an impact art instillation to address the drug problem in
Huntington Monday at The Cellar Door.
The 36-year-old artist started sculpting at a young age,
building pieces out of cardboard and began welding while
in school.
"I started creating art out of duct tape and cardboard
when I was really tiny, and I didn't think it was art at the
time," Wilkes said.
Wilkes said she loves the idea of public art. She created
her sculpture, “Dancing with Max,” as her first project in a
community setting which still remains in Huntington.
"It felt like a humanities project to me even though it was
privately funded," Wilkes said. "I made it to address a need I
thought was there, and I wanted it to be cheerful and positive
to negate the negative connotation of Huntington."
Wilkes worked as an art teacher at Cabell Midland High
School while also being an artist. She said she found joy in
teaching children the ways of art.
"I, of course, teach the students who already have a love
for art," Wilkes said. "But I also really like having other
classes for those who don't know they like art. It gives them
a chance to try something new and express themselves."

Wilkes is originally from Barboursville and has lived there
her whole life. She's been around Huntington since she was
young and went to school here.
"I am from Barboursville, and I'm in Huntington all the
time," Wilkes said. "In a lot of ways it looks a lot better than
it did when I was growing up."
For this public instillation, she wants it to be collaborative, one giant community art project to address the drug
problem Huntington is faced with today.
Wilkes got the idea from researching community art
projects and public art. One place in Boston, a woman
started a community art outreach program where high
school students could develop their artistic skills and sell
their work to make money.
"I'm taking baby steps right now, but I'd love to do something like this project one day," Wilkes said. "It's a good
chance for students to learn new skills and make money
as well."
Wilkes said she believes art is universal and good for everyone.
"Any kind of art is a universal language; it can mean
whatever you want it to mean," Wilkes said. "It's cool that
I can make a piece feel the way I want it to feel to me and
leave it just vague enough it'll touch people differently."
Michaela Crittenden can be contacted at crittenden2@marshall.edu.

'Alabama Rain' to open Wednesday

By RACHAEL COOK

THE PARTHENON
“Alabama Rain” will open 7:30
p.m. Wednesday in The FrancisBooth Experimental Theatre at Joan C.
Edwards Playhouse.
“Alabama Rain” is a play written
by Heather McCutchen and tells the
story of five sisters living in a mythical southern town where it has not
rained in 40 years. Monty Lou’s been
pregnant for 10 years. Laurie Laurie
is a ghost singing at the magnolia tree.
Pheenie is walking the coast of Florida.
Rachel goes to get a Ouija Board, and
little Dallas LaDean is trying to save
all of them. When the order of their

lives is gone, the LaDean family begin a
magical journey in search of water.
Released in 1996, “Alabama Rain”
still manages to stay relevant to present day as the sisters are fighting with
“the way things have always been.”
“Alabama Rain” has been a successful play throughout history, showing
the difference between living and just
simply existing.
“Alabama Rain” will be performed 7:30
p.m. Wednesday-Saturday, and 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 22-24.
Marshall University students are admitted free with MUID.
Rachael Cook can be contacted at
turner250@marshall.edu.

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND MEDIA

"Alabama Rain" opens 7:30 Wednesday,
Feb. 14.
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CATHOLIC

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
Catholic Parish & Parish School

    

  

www.ourfatimafamily.com
Father Paul Yuenger

360288

Mass Schedule: Saturday 5:30 P.M.
Sunday 8 A.M. and 10:45 A.M.
Spanish Mass: 2nd & 4th Sundays at 9:15 A.M.
Misa en Español: segundo y cuarto
los domingos a las 9:15 A.M.
Confession: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 P.M.

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH

900 9th Street
Huntington, WV 25701
304-523-3505
Pastor Duane Little

FREE WILL BAPTIST

METHODIST

EPISCOPAL

Central Free Will
Baptist Church

Steele Memorial United
Methodist Church

Trinity
Episcopal Church

360293

Celebrate Recovery - Tuesday - 6:30 P.M.

Rev. Kevin Lantz
Rev. Ralph Sager, Associate Pastor

360286

Sunday Worship
8:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Adult Sunday School 9:15 A.M.
    
www.wvtrinitychurch.org

360310

1208 Adams Avenue
Huntington, WV 25704

520 11th Street Huntington, WV
(304) 529-6084

Rev. Charles McGinnis

St. Peter Claver
Catholic Church

Wed. Bible Study 7pm
Sunday Services
Sunday School 9:45am
Sun. Morning Worship 10:45am
Sun. Eve. Worship 6:00pm

733 Shaw St.
Barboursville, WV 25504
304-736-4583
Sunday School — 9:40 A.M.
Sunday Worship — 8:45 A.M. &
10:45 A.M. & 6:30 P.M.

Mass Times: Sat. 4:30pm, Sun. 9am,
Confessions on Sat. 3:45pm-4:15pm or
anytime by appointment
Ofﬁce Hours Mon-Fri. 9am-2pm

360282

SERVICES:

Sunday School 9:45 A.M.
Sunday Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday: 7:30 P.M.
www.pentecostaltruth.com

360285

360289

bhpcusa@comcast.net

Bethel Temple
Assembly of God

PASTOR JANET MOUNTS

451 6th Avenue, Huntington, WV
9:45 A.M. — Devotion
10:00 A.M. — Sunday School
11:00 A.M. — Morning Worship
6:00 P.M. — Evening Worship
Weds. Services — 7:00 P.M.
Pastor Steve Williams

ALL WELCOME

Pentecostal Truth
Ministries
(304) 697-5600

www.ﬁfthavenuebaptist.org
304-523-0115
PRESBYTERIAN

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

360287

360283

-Sunday Morning Worship – 10:45 am
See our website for many other times of Bible study, worship, and activities
for children, youth, and adults.

PENTECOSTAL

828 15th St. (on 9th Ave) Htgn.
304-523-7311
Sunday Mass: 11:00a.m.
Daily Masses: 12:05 on Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Confession by appointment
Father Charles McGinnis, Pastor

St. Stephen
Catholic Church

2491 James River Turnpike, Ona, WV
304-743-3234
ststephens@suddenlinkmail.com
www.ststephens1.com
MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday - 6:00 p.m. Thurs.- 5:30 p.m.
Fri.- 9:00 a.m. Sat.- 9:00 a.m..
Confessions: After 9:00 am daily masses.
Father Thomas Kalapurackal

360312

1135 Fifth Avenue
Corner of Fifth Avenue & 12th Street in downtown Huntington

358846

Fifth Avenue Baptist Church

2015 Adams Ave. Huntington, WV
304-429-4318

St. Joseph Roman
Catholic Church
HUNTINGTON, WV
526 13th Street
(304) 525-5202
Pastor: Fr Dean Borgmeyer

Confessions
Saturday 8:00 am-8:25 am
Saturday 4:00 pm-4:25 pm
Tuesday 5:00 pm-5:25 pm
or by appointment

355223

360260

Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,
12:00 Noon, 5:30 pm
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